
 
 

DMG Meeting 
November 18 and 19, 2009 

Palm Desert, CA 
Meeting Summary 

 
 
Action Items: 
 If you have not talked to Linda Allison about your agencies funding for 2010 tortoise 

monitoring, please do so. 
 Please examine your budget to determine how much funding you can provide to support the 

development of the raven film.  Russell will coordinate the transfer of funding for the film.   
 Please make out-year budget requests to provide your share of funding for the Desert Tortoise 

Information and Education coordinator position that will now be hosted by The Living 
Desert.  Russell will research and suggest a method of transfer. 

 The most recent version of the Mohave ground squirrel (MGS) conservation strategy will be 
emailed to the DMG and MGS list serve with comments due to liana.aker@us.army.mil by 
Dec 11.  Liana will incorporate comments and the DMG MGS work group will meet January 
7 to review the comments. 

 Please review the DMG Charter prior to the February meeting.  The Charter can be 
downloaded at http://www.dmg.gov/documents/CHT_Updated_DMG_020706.doc  

 Please contact Russell if you are interested in attending the December 9 and 10 meeting to 
develop a coordinated ecoregional assessment work plan. 

 The Great Basin/Mojave Desert Climate Change Workshop now has a webpage at 
http://www.wr.usgs.gov/workshops/  

 If any of the data you provided to the CLAWG map has been updated, please contact 
fduke@mojavedata.gov. 

 Please examine your budgets to see if you can help fund raven program implementation for 
FY 2010. 

 
November 18, 2009 
 
 DOD Coordinator:  Clarence Everly introduced Fon Allan Duke, the new DMG DOD 

Coordinator.  Fon’s email is fduke@mojavedata.gov and his telephone number is 760-252-6161.  
Fon is working in the Mojave National Preserve Office and will be managing MDEP.   
 

 Overview of Palm Springs South Coast Field Office:  John Kalish provided an overview (A 
link to the Power Point listed below) of the BLM Palm Springs Field Office.  Key issues for the 
Palm Springs South Coast Field Office include renewable energy, recreation, Santa Rosa San 
Jacinto Mountains National Monument, and listed species.   
http://www.dmg.gov/documents/PRS_Plm_Sprngs_Sth_Cst_Offce_BLM_111809.pdf 
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 BLM Renewable Energy Update:  Greg Miller provided an update (Link to the Power Point 
listed below) of current BLM renewable energy programs. 

o The projects planed are 95 wind, 62 solar with 51 pending and 17 authorized.  Most of 
those authorized are for meteorological testing for wind and may or may not go forward.  
Some applications will be dropped soon due to a lack of due diligence. 

o The Solar programmatic environmental statement (PEIS) will have a draft release 
sometime in June or July 2010 with a final release some time in June or July 2011. 

o Update since meeting: six Notices of Intent (NOI) have for renewable energy projects 
have been published in the past two weeks.    

http://www.dmg.gov/documents/PRS_Updte_Rnwble_Enrgy_Prgrm_CDD_111709.pdf 
 

 Desert Tortoise Information and Education Update:  Russell Scofield provided a brief 
overview on the status of the Desert Tortoise Information and Education program. 
o The desert tortoise media day held at The Living Desert (TLD) was a success.  The event 

included a panel discussion with a leading climate change scientist, Cat Darst from the 
Desert Tortoise Recovery Office, and Bob Wood from Edwards.  Additional speakers 
included JT Reynolds, Curt Sauer, and Cam Barrows.  Four media were present and three 
newspaper articles have been published.  Media kits were given out to provide all the tools 
the reporters need to put out a story.  

o The third National Fish and Wildlife Foundation grant has been approved.  This grant 
includes money for coordinator labor and various products.  This year California stood up its 
own Mojave Max emergence contest web site that also includes age appropriate information 
and games.  The current grant funding includes reproduction on the coloring book; reprint 
all the brochures, development of class kits (trunks) for K to 2 grade kids on top of the other 
grades in the system.  Contact Anne Staley if you would like to use the costume for an 
event. 

o Russell introduced Peter Siminski, the Education Director for The Living Desert.     
 
 Raven education film:  Tim Branning, an independent filmmaker, has been working on a 

concept for a film focused around the Raven in the Mojave.  A promotional clip for Tim’s 
concept was show at the previous meeting in San Diego.  Tim stated that he could produce the 
film himself for around $5 or hire a professional film crew for about $30.  The goal is to make 
the film available to agencies and distribute it regionally on PBS and cable/local interest 
stations.  There was a strong consensus among those present that the DMG should support 
Tim’s effort and help however we could.  Russell Scofield and Fon Allan Duke will put together 
a proposal for the DMG Managers to review. 

 
 Desert Tortoise Recovery Office update:  Roy Averill-Murray said that the status of the 

revised recovery plan is that the review is currently underway.  The decision support system 
(DSS) is moving along with the University of Redlands.     
o Planning for the 2010 range-wide monitoring program is well underway.  Linda Allison has 

been working closely with MDEP and some agencies have provided funding already.  If you 
have not talked to Linda about your agencies funding for 2010 tortoise monitoring, please 
do so. 

o The 2007 monitoring report has been published and the 2008 and 2009 reports are expected 
to go out early next year in a combined form.  The report can be downloaded from 
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http://www.fws.gov/nevada/desert_tortoise/documents/reports/2007_Rangewide_Desert_To
rtoise_Population_Monitoring.pdf     

 
 Mesa Wind Farm tortoise research project:  Jeff Lovich with USGS provided a Power Point 

presentation (Links to the Power Point and documents listed below) and two journal reprints 
form the Mesa Wind Farm tortoise research project.  Preliminary results indicate that the 
tortoises within the wind farm industrial areas are doing okay, however caution should be used 
because there is no data on preconstruction tortoise density.  In addition, Mesa Wind Farm 
receives higher precipitation than the majority of the rest of the range so results are not 
necessarily transferable to other locales. 
Power Point: 
http://www.dmg.gov/documents/PRS_Lssns_learned_frm_DT_research_at_wind_farm_LovichJ
_100208.pdf 
Hand out 1: 
http://www.dmg.gov/documents/STDY_Rprdctve_Output_DT_at_JTNP_MNP_Lovich_et_al_0
90199.pdf 
Hand out 2: 
http://www.dmg.gov/documents/PAP_Envrnmntl_Chrctrstcs_DT_Brrw_Lctns_in_Altrd_Indstrl
_Lndscpe_Lovich_Daniels_012301.pdf 

 
November 19, 2009 
 
 Desert Tortoise Information and Education future:  Anne Staley, DTIE coordinator, has 

moved to another position at Joshua Tree and we are without a coordinator.  Additionally, there 
is no long-term program or funding strategy.  There is, however, a consensus among managers 
that the program should continue.  DMG members met with The Living Desert (TLD), San 
Diego Zoo (SDZ), and Defenders of Wildlife (DOW) on October 7 to discuss the program and 
potential future actions.  The group also had a strong consensus that the program should 
continue.  The group will meet again in December or January to develop a long-term program 
strategy and wok plan. 
o Russell proposed that we used the labor funding in the recently approved NFWF grant to 

enter into a cooperative agreement with The Living Desert to hire a coordinator.  TLD is 
willing to host and employ the coordinator for direct costs of about $40k.  There was a 
consensus to proceed. 

o There was strong support for agencies to provide funding to support the development of the 
Tim Branning raven film.  A commitment of $2.5k was requested from each of the DMG 
members and many of the members volunteered to support that level of funding.  Russell 
will work with Tim and present a full proposal and budget to the managers.  Russell will 
coordinate the transfer of funding for the film.   

o Russell said that the NGO’s from the October 7 meeting challenged the agencies to 
provide funding for the DTIE coordinator and they would help with operations.  Russell 
asked the mangers if they would be willing to pool resources to fund the coordinator in 
the out-years.  There was a consensus that mangers would attempt to do that.   

 
 Mohave ground squirrel (MGS) update:  Since the last DMG meeting, the DMG MGS work 

group and the MGS technical advisory group (TAG) have met.  The first DMG MGS work 
group meeting was poorly attended.  The second meeting was better attended but key players 
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(BLM and the Counties) and absent.  Russell asked for a commitment from managers that 
development of the MGS conservation strategy was still a priority.  The consensus was that it is.  
The most recent version of the conservation strategy will be emailed to the DMG and MGS 
list serve with comments due to liana.aker@us.army.mil by Dec 11.  Liana will incorporate 
comments and the DMG MGS work group will meet January 7 to review the comments.  
Russell said that Fish and Game has indicated that a DMG developed MGS conservation 
strategy would be incorporated into the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP). 

 
o Two proposals to develop a MGS habitat suitability model (one from USGS and one from a 

consultant) have been received.  The main differences between the two proposals are that 
USGS will also incorporate a genetics and corridor study and will use different algorithms 
for modeling.  The USGS is about $200K and the consultant’s proposal is about $60K.  
Russell is going to shop them around, both for value and funding.  Both proposals will be 
emailed to managers. 

o MDEP has developed a MGS data repository at the request of the MGS TAG.  It will go live 
prior to the end of the calendar year.     

 
 5-Year plan review:  Russell Scofield and Fon Duke introduced the concept of significantly 

revising the DMG 5-Year Plan to become more of a Strategic Plan from which annual work 
plans could be tiered.  Russell presented a draft framework of what a strategic plan might 
include (attached).  There was general consensus that the approach was good but that the 
following items should be changed: 
o Expand to include listed species besides tortoise. 
o Include climate change. 
o Include fire prevention, suppression, and research (i.e. MDI).  
o Should visual resources management be added? 
o How do we incorporate renewable energy development? 
o Include Treasured Landscapes and ecotourism? 
o Do we reconstitute the law enforcement and data management work groups? 

 
Russell and Fon will work develop a second draft prior to the February DMG meeting.  
Managers and/or staff will also be called upon individually or in groups to provide input and 
guidance.  

  
Russell reminded the group that the DMG Charter requires review in FY 2010.  Please review 
the Charter prior to the February meeting.  The Charter can be downloaded at 
http://www.dmg.gov/documents/CHT_Updated_DMG_020706.doc  

 
 Ecoregional assessments:  Russell Scofield explained that BLM, The Nature Conservancy 

(TNC), and the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) are each initiating rapid 
ecoregional assessments in the fall of 2009.  The CDFG assessment is part of the Desert 
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP) and will be used a permitting tool under the 
California Endangered Species Act.  The BLM assessments will result in spatially identified 
strategies that will be stepped down into management activities.  Additionally, BLM will 
integrate the DRECP into its resource management plans.  TNC will ultimately make its own 
recommendations for conservation to the agencies but much of the TNC assessment will require 
the completion of specific tasks that are also required for the agencies’ efforts.  While each 
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assessment may have slightly different outcomes, each partner’s effort will require assemblage 
of the same data sets and will involve similar modeling exercises.  Each partner’s effort will 
analyze the entire Mojave (California, Nevada, Utah, and Arizona) and the Lower Colorado 
(California Sonoran) deserts.  Any coordinated effort between BLM, TNC, and CDFG must also 
coordinate and complement the numerous other on-going relevant investigations.  Updated 
information: Russell will be hosting a meeting December 9 and 10 to develop a coordinated 
work plan of how these three ecoregional assessments will be integrated.  Please contact 
Russell if you are interested in attending. 
 

 Great Basin/Mojave climate change workshop:  Debra Hughson provided a handout (Link to 
the handout is listed below) on the Great Basin/Mojave Desert climate change workshop.  The 
workshop will be held April 20-22, 2010 at University of Nevada Las Vegas.  DMG is 
cosponsoring the event and at the last meeting managers agreed to attend and allow staff 
attendance.  Registration will be in the $100 to $140 range.  The event has a webpage at 
http://www.wr.usgs.gov/workshops/  
Handout 
http://www.dmg.gov/documents/MEM_Grt_Bsn_Moj_dsrt_Clmte_Chnge_Wrkshp_Annncmnt_
DMG_111909.pdf 

 
 Conservation Land Acquisition Work Group (CLAWG) update:  The CLAWG White 

Paper is being edited and assembled by Karin Messaros of Joshua Tree National Park.  Caltrans, 
FWS, and BLM have not provided information to Karin for the white paper.  MDEP is updating 
and improving the CLAWG map.  If any of the data you provided to the CLAWG map has 
been updated, please contact fduke@mojavedata.gov.   

 
 Low Desert Weed Management Area (LDWMA).  Ilima Hawkins of the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) provided a Power Point (Link to presentation provided below) 
updating the group on the LDWMA and the Southern Low Desert RC&D’s activities. 
o The LDWMA has completed its rapid watershed assessment and has identified key 

landscapes to focus partnership based weed control actives.  
o The LDWMA is working with its partners (including DMG and many DMG agencies) to 

program a FY 2011 grant it will receive from the State.  There was discussion but little 
support to partner with the LDWMA to host another large-scale restoration conference.  
Restoration technology transfer, however, is still a priority for the DMG and Russell will 
work with Ilima to better utilize web resources.  

http://www.dmg.gov/documents/PRS_Sthrn_Lw_Dsrt_Rsrce_Cnsrvtn_Dvlpmnt_Cncl_LDWM
A_HawkinsI_111909.pdf 

 
 Raven Work Group: The work group chair not present to illness, however, Russell pointed out 

that the group does not have any funds for implementation in FY 2010.  Fort Irwin provided 
$30k in FY 2009.  Please examine your budgets to see if you can help fund implementation 
for FY 2010.  The work group has developed a draft template for raven management associated 
with development that agencies could incorporate into mitigation.  The template is being review 
by the Renewable Energy Action Team and will be sent to DMG managers for their review and 
comments.     
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 University of California Research:  Dr. Cam Barrow provided two Power Point presentations 
(links to both are below) covering his research on reptilian sensitivity to climate change in 
Joshua Tree National Park and Sahara mustard.    
http://www.dmg.gov/documents/PRS_Assssng_spcs_snstvty_to_clmte_chnge_BarrowsC_0430
09.pdf 
http://www.dmg.gov/documents/PRS_Sahara_Mustard_in_Dsrt_SW_BarrowsC_102209.pdf 

 
Abandoned mine lands (AML):  Sterling White provided a Power Point (Link to this presentation 
provided below) update of BLM’s AML accomplishments.  Since last reported, BLM has developed 
a strategic plan, completed a programmatic environmental assessment for closures, enlisted the 
support and cooperation of current mining claimants, and developed an agreement with the State.  
BLM is developing IDIQ contracts for closures.  BLM has developed an agreement on how to treat 
AML's within the CDD with Bat Conservation International. 

http://www.dmg.gov/documents/PRS_AML_WhiteS_111609.pdf 
 
 Upcoming meetings: 

o The winter meeting will be hosted by Needles BLM on February 17 and 18, 2010. 
o The spring meeting will be hosted by Death Valley National Park either May 12 and 13, 

2010 or May 19 and 20, 2010 depending on meeting space availability. 
o The summer meeting will be Hosted by Fort Irwin on August 4 and 5, 2010 
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