FUDS  
PROGRAM  DESCRIPTION
Background  The Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS) Program seeks to identify hazardous-materials-contaminated properties formerly owned, leased, possessed, or operated by the Department of Defense (DOD) or its contractors  prior to 1986.  The properties are to be evaluated for risk, and then cleaned up or otherwise cleared.  

The Army is the executive agent for the FUDS Program and the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is the arm that manages and executes the Program.  USEPA, under various statutes (CERCLA Superfund”, OPA 90 RCRA, SDWA [Safe Drinking Water Act], et al.),  reviews, compels or undertakes cleanups when imminent and substantial endangerment of public health and the environment is threatened.  

 Federal land-managing agencies, DOI and Forest Service, may have properties which were FUDS and which still contain contamination. Health risks may involve ATSDR.

State, local, Territorial, and tribal agencies have key roles and interests in sites within their jurisdictions. CERCLA and DERP (Defense Environmental Restoration Program) require the FUDS process to follow the National Contingency Plan, and DOD has a FUDS Manual re steps to be taken (this Manual is not entirely the same as the National Contingency Plan process); at the national level EPA has issued a national FUDS Policy.

The number of FUDS nationally is estimated to exceed 9,000 properties.  Within Region IX there are approximately 2000 known sites (about 1500 in California, Arizona, & Nevada; and about 300 in Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam, and CNMI)  numbers are subject to change as new information emerges.

Inventory of FUDS within R-IX

The USACE has inventory lists, which are geographically specific and updated periodically. Additional site listings may be found in files maintained by States, Territories, tribes, and Federal land-managing agencies.   Various existing data bases may not be compatible. 

The Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance, Region IX, has assigned an intern, Alex Combet, to work with EPA and Corps offices  to reconcile inventory lists and identify sites on Department of the Interior lands. Any information or cooperation you can give Ms. Combet is appreciated. We look forward to updating our progress at the DMG  Hazardous Materials Work Group meeting in February, 2003.
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