Ridgecrest Field Office

Abandoned Mined Lands (AML)

Program



Background/History

e 1997 — Randsburg Solution - resolved 58 cases of
occupancy trespass occuring on unpatented

mi

of

bu
de
un
N

ning claims in the unincorporated ghost town
Randsburg, CA .

1998 — Hunter Canyon — Eradicated (burned) 15

ildings and removed more than 100 tons of
oris from an abandoned mine site located on
natented mining claims along the Saline Valley

Hunter Canyon of the eastern flank of the Inyo

Mountains .



Background/History

e 1999 — Cleaned up 22 abandoned mine sites
located in the El Paso Mountains of Eastern
Kern County. Removed more than 200 tons of

debris.

e 1999 — Also cleaned up the Oro, Ltd. Mill site
with volunteer labor, removing more than 100
tons of debris from the site.



Background/History

e 2000 — Cleaned up 10 abandoned occupancy
sites located on unpatented mining claims.
Removed 50 tons of debris.

e 2001 — Inventoried the Rademacher Hills,
adjacent to Ridgecrest, for dangerous
abandoned mine features. Identified 192
features requiring reclamation.



Background/History

e 2002 — Backfilled 4 dangerous abandoned mine
shafts in the Rademacher Hills.

e 2003 — Partnered with the State of California’s
Abandoned Mine Land Unit (AMLU) to
remediate 5 dangreous mine shafts in the
Spangler Hills Open Play Area where a 14-year-
old boy rode a motorcycle into a shaft and fell
30+ feet, fence 15 dangeous sites around the
Randsburg area, and fence 3 dangerous sites in
the Rademacher Hills.



Background/History

e 2004 - Partnered with the AMLU and
backfilled 29 dangerous shafts, test pits and
trenches in the Rademacher Hills, and
installed a polyurethane foam plug in a
dangerous shaft near the local Community
College. This shaft had been the site of three
different incidents involving a vehicle driving
into it.



Background/History

e 2005 — Partnered with the AMLU and backfilled
20 dangerous shafts, polyeruthane plugged and
backfilled 2 dangerous shafts, installed bat
cupolas over 2 shafts, and installed one bat gate
at sites around Randsburg, CA.

e 2006 — Partnered with the AMLU and backfilled
47 dangerous shafts, trenches, and test pits in
the Rademacher Hills.



Background/History

e 2007 — Fenced the Kelly Mine site (more than
7,000 linear feet of chain-link), installed water
diversions, fixed containment dam, installed 2
bat cupolas, gathered hundreds of samples
from tailings piles, re-located 50,000 cubic
vards of arsenic contaminated tailings,
backfilled more than 100 dangerous
abandoned mine workings around the Kelly
Mine site in Red Mountain, CA.



Background/History

e 2008 — Fenced the Descarga tailings
impoundment (more than 13,000 linear feet
of chain-link) and re-routed designated route
# R-110 around the tailings , fenced the Ruth
Mine site (more than 5,000 linear feet),
inventoried and gathered samples from 11
sites (mostly in and around the
Mojave/Rosamond area) for possible arsenic
contamination.



Background/History

e 2009 - Will continue to work on remediation
at arsenic contaminated sites.

e 2009 — Partnering with the AMLU, we will
complete installation of 15 bat gates and
cupolas at dangerous adit openings, shafts,
tunnel and drift sites in the Rademacher Hills
using the ‘Feinstein money’.



Bat gate near Randsburg




Bat Cupola near Randsburg, CA




CA

Bat Cupola near Randsburg,




radication of Trespass Cabins — White
Swan Unpatented Mining Claim




Demolition of Remaining Rock Walls
and Foundation — White Swan




Burial of Refuse and Sculpting of Site —
White Swan




Gerbracht Camp Clean Up




Gerbracht Camp Clean Up




Gerbracht Camp — Final Clean Up
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