/ A Partnership Initiative for Eradicating Unsafe Abandoned Mine Land Features

Protecting Public Health
ane Sarety Into the Futures
A L0-Year Strategy

T
ALIVE

The Stay Out-Stay Alive campaign, launched in 1999 by MSHA



BLM

Clean Water “Emphasis”
Partnerships & Fund Leveraging
Small to Mid-Size Sites

Limit Inventory Spending

Most Priority Sites Identified
Focus on Permanent Remediation
Establish Eligibility Cut-Off
Funds Targeted to Water Quality

Perspectives

OIG

Physical Safety/Hazmat Emphasis

Standalone Projects

“Big Ticket” Hazmat Sites

Fund Inventory Validation

Capture Missed Sites

Undertake More Mitigation Measures
(Signs/Fencing)

Eliminate Eligibility Cut-Off

Funds Not Targeted to Water Quality

New Direction




Field Office Management has discouraged
the identification and mitigation of AML
sites.

AML staffing and training practices hinder
program success.

Program budget receives little visibility
and funding is adequate.

AML inventory is not complete, accurate,
or consistent.

Issue a clear policy statement regarding
AML that:

-Supports the AML Program

-Forbid retaliation against employees for
identifying or reporting AML sites
-Requires Field Office Management and
staff to comply with all AML policies and
procedures.

Employ experienced, trained, full-time
staff dedicated to the AML program
where appropriate.

Establish a specific line item in the budget
for the AML program and request funding
to accomplish project goals identified in
the AML strategic plan.

Validate existing inventory data and
develop procedures for ongoing data
collection to ensure that data in the
inventory is complete, accurate, and
consistent.



Simple precautions can easily be taken at  Implement immediate temporary or

the most dangerous sites, including permanent measures to mitigate known
posting warning signs and building fences. dangerous sites, including those in
At environmentally contaminated sites, Appendix A of the report.

staff can reduce air and water-borne
contamination through dust control with
sprinklers and temporary covers.

Working in concert, BLM and NPS would Explore and exploit opportunities for

make greater strides toward a solution for sharing resources, expertise, and best

AMVL's than doing so independently. management practices between agencies
to strengthen their AML programs.



Corrective Actions Requiring Additional Capabilities

Action(s) to be taken Date completed

Request funding to
accomplish project goals
identified in the AML
strategic plan

Validate existing inventory
and develop procedures
for ongoing data collection

Implement immediate
temporary or permanent
measures to mitigate
known dangerous sites

Identify and resolve
trespassing on AML sites,
assess and mitigate
hazards.

-Develop FAST project areas
-Validate inventory w/in area
-Develop project plans

& cost estimates

-Prepare and Finalize
environmental requirements

-IM 2008-189

Abandoned Mine and Site
Cleanup Module Database
-Work with CA AML Program

-Initiate mitigation actions in
the field

-Complete appropriate
temporary mitigation actions
in the field

-Mitigate identified hazards
working with our partners
-Initiate trespass resolution

June 1, 2009

Ongoing

December 31, 2009

September 30, 2012

September 30, 2009

September 30, 2010



CA AML Statistics
The estimated number of abandoned mines in the state is 47,084.

Of these, 5,200, or 11%, are estimated to present environmental hazards.
Also, 39,400, or 84%, are estimated to present physical safety hazards.

There are approximately 164,795 mining features in the state.
Approximately 62,000, or 38%, of these features are hazardous openings.

67% of the abandoned mine sites in California are on Federal lands.
31% are on private lands.
2% are on state and local lands.
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AML Closure Process

1. Site Discovery
- Take a Picture and get the location!

2. Site visit/site verification

- title search, current or past owners identified
- initiate Biological, Cultural, and NEPA processes

3. Claimant contact

4. Project Planning and Coordination
- Cooperative funding agreements
- Cost recovery (PRP(s))

- develop a project schedule

5. Finalized Procurement Actions

6. Project Implementation

7. Project Completion
- AML DATA Base Updated
- Take a Picture w/ date stamp!



Abandoned/Inactive Mine Closure Form

Agency/Office : |DOIVBLM/CDD

Recorder Name:|S.White

Date: Movemnber 3, 2008

UTM: N3974031.00, E290128.48, NAD27

Name of Mine: |Largo Gold Prospect

T., R., Sec., Qtr.: [T29N, R&W, Sec. 26 NWNW

Pictur Picture 3a
Picture 1b Picture 2b Picture 3b
Before and After photo of shaft closure
with a foam plug and backfill on 9-30-08.
MNotes Motes Motes
Type of Dpeninnghaﬁ: j Type of Opening j Type of Dpeningl j
Number (s) | 1 j Number (s) j MNumber (s) ‘ j




Where do we go from here?

* The Mine Safety and
Health Administration
launches the “Stay Out-
Stay Alive” initiative

2000

1999

PROGRAM

* Utah Cottorwood VWash reclamaticn completed

Working Group established

partnerzhip

+ Cooperative Conservation inifiative launched

PARTNERSHIP

* [Federal Mine-Scamred Landz Revitalization

* Forest Service and Trout Unlimited establish a

PUBLICATION

PARTNERSHIP

* Federal AML partnership established to

develop the Mational Mine Lands Inventory
* BLM coordinates with off-highway vehicle

groups on safety issues

* BLM publishes Cooperafive Conservation
Based Sfrategic Plan for the AML Program

2003

PROGRAM PROGRAM

* Montana High
Ore Creek
reclamation
completed

* BLM activates
AML site
inventary
databasze

* BLM and Forest Service
clean up more than 470 sites

2005

2004

PUBLICATION

* EPA releases Policy
on Joint Reposifones
at Mixed-Ownership
Hardrock Mines

2006

2007

PUBLICATION

* BLM and Forest

Sernvice publizh
Abandoned Ming
Lands: A Decade
of Progress
Reclaiming
Hardrock Minss




A Partnership Initiative for Eradicating Unsafe Abandoned Mine Land Features
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Abandoned Mine Lands:

A Decade of Progress in Southern California
Reclamation of Hardrock Mines
2008 — 2018
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Measuring Success

Physical Safety Hazards Mitigated

BLM

NPS

FS

DOD

Private

W 2009
m 2010
w2011
W 2012



AML Score Board

Physical  Physical Priority

Safety Safety INGCER
Hazards  Hazards Mitigated
Planned Mitigated




Physical
Safety
Hazards
Planned

10 Years

Physical
Safety
Hazards
Mitigated

Priority
JAVEEES
Mitigated




