
Balancing historic values with 
multiple use in modern times

The abandoned mine closure 
program in Nevada







Elements of Nevada’s AML 
work

••• Cleanup of big sites and watershed Cleanup of big sites and watershed Cleanup of big sites and watershed 
issuesissuesissues

••• Hazmat and chemical cleanupsHazmat and chemical cleanupsHazmat and chemical cleanups
••• Inventory and fencing of safety hazardsInventory and fencing of safety hazardsInventory and fencing of safety hazards

––– (Temporary)(Temporary)(Temporary)

••• Backfilling and Gating of safety hazardsBackfilling and Gating of safety hazardsBackfilling and Gating of safety hazards
––– (Permanent)(Permanent)(Permanent)



Shafts vs. Adits

• Shafts                                           Adits







The Mines Were Built to Last

• About  another 
15 minutes after 
the old coots 
gave up

• Ladders vs. 
skips

• Collars
• Recycled lumber 

and metal



Focus on population centers

••• And other areas of high public useAnd other areas of high public useAnd other areas of high public use







Biological 
considerations 

include rare 
plants, cacti 
and yuccas, 

tortoises, and 
especially bats.



Bats are the 
most complex 

of the 
biological:
Internal vs. 

external
Visual vs. 
acoustic































:

• What about all 
those old ore carts 
and rails?

• The bottles?
• The forgotten gold?

Linda Willets photo from web



















Programmatic Agreement with 
SHPO in Nevada

• A qualified historical archaeologist evaluates and 
records the site to determine if anything is eligible 
for the register.

• During closure a DAT monitors the work to ensure 
that nothing new turns up and that elements needing 
preservation aren’t harmed.

• A closure report with before-and-after photos is sent 
to SHPO



Exception:

• If a site is eligible for the register and if 
closure would affect the qualities that 
make it eligible, the Field Office 
archaeologist is always free to consult with 
the SHPO prior to closure rather than 
using the expedited process.







Why Secure?

••• Despite public education Despite public education Despite public education 
efforts, injuries and fatalities efforts, injuries and fatalities efforts, injuries and fatalities 
continue.continue.continue.
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