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Desert Managers Group - Hazardous Materials Work Group 
(DMG-HMWG) Meeting Minutes 

Bureau of Land Management – California Desert District Office 
22835 Calle San Juan De Los Lagos 

Moreno Valley, California 

May 29, 2003 - 10:00 A.M. 
 

After introductions, Co-Chairs Garry Brown and John Key called the meeting to order at 10:00 
A.M. 
 
Sixteen people were in attendance: BLM (7 - Mona Daniels, Peter Graves, Bill Wiley, Larry 
Caffey, Al Stein, John Key, and Russell Scofield), NPS (2 - Jeff Ohlfs, and Gerry Wolfe), BIA 
(1 - Gil Stuart), DOI-DMG (1-John Hamill), DOI-OEPC (1 – Pat Port), Cal EPA (1-Garry 
Brown), Cal EPA – Department of Toxic Substances Control (2 – George Baker and Glenn 
Forman), and DOD-DMG (1 - Clarence Everly). 
 
Minutes Review of Previous Meetings John Key distributed the minutes from the past meeting 
held in February at the Black Rock Visitor’s Center – Joshua Tree National Park in Yucca Valley 
for review.  After a quick review - there were no corrections, additions or deletions made and the 
minutes were approved. 
 
Review of the DMG’s 5 Year Plan (April 10, 2003 version): John Hamill distributed advance 
copies of the latest version of the DMG’s 5 Year Plan (April 10, 2003).  There was some 
discussion of Goal # 2 Cleanup and restore illegal dumps that pose a public health or 
environmental threat, and reduce the incidence of illegal dumping in the future. Several 
changes were noted.  These changes will be reported to the DMG at their next scheduled meeting 
in June. 
 
Illegal Dumping Prevention Plan - Status: Russell Scofield next briefed the group about a 
proposal that the Keep California Beautiful, Inc. has prepared for the DMG-HMWG’s illegal 
dumping prevention program.  The proposal offered several interesting features including a 
“Cars don’t litter – People do” program, a proud community program, a litter prevention 
program, and a number of educational and outreach components. A small subgroup will be 
formed to review the proposal and provide recommendations for future action. 
 
Initiative Reports: 
 
Illegal Dumping Initiative:  Russell Scofield briefed the group on the illegal dumping data base 
project. 
 
Wire Burning Initiative: John Key reported that there has been a renewed level of activity in 
wire burning in the California Desert: An area has been discovered in Imperial County where 10 
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to 20 wire burn sites have occurred – some in a designated Wilderness Area – plans were made 
to visit the sites to field screen and sample suspected wire burn locations to assist with site 
characterization; and earlier a moderately sized site was discovered near Little Morongo Canyon 
just north of Desert Hot Springs in Riverside County.  This site has been field screened and 
sample analysis has revealed contaminant levels for Copper (Cu) at 150,000 ppm and Zinc (Zn) 
at 15,000 ppm.  Since funds for cleanup are not available, the access to the site has been blocked 
from public access until such time that funding becomes available.  
 
Training Update/Training Needs Discussion/Outreach:   
 
1.  Environmental Crime Scene Investigations Training (April 10 & 11, 2003 – Sacramento, CA) 
Garry Brown reported that this training was very well received and 52 people attended.  He also 
reported that another session is being planned for southern California in the late fall or winter. 
 
2.  2003 CHMIA Conference (April 30-May 2, 2003 – Shell Beach, CA):  John Key reported on 
the 2003 CHMIA Conference - 70 people attended this year – the program was great and the 
presentations were well received; attendance was down since the State Of California budget 
crisis restricted participation this year by state employees.  Next year’s conference will be on 
April 27th through 30th, 2004 
 
3. 2003 DOI Conference on the Environment (May 12-16, 2003 – Phoenix, AZ): John Key, Pat 
Port, and John Hamill reported that more than 600 people registered for this conference.  The 
DMG had a poster presentation at the conference; John Key moderated two technical group 
sessions and he also served on a panel moderated by Pat Port on Formerly Used Defense Sites 
(FUDS); Pat distributed copies of the FUDS panel discussion on a compact disk. 
 
4.  Cal EPA’s   10th Annual Environmental Cross Media Enforcement Symposium (May 27 – 30, 
2003):  John Key reported that 200people attended and that he participated during their first two 
days; he working in a booth and provided information on illegal dumping and wire burning. 
 
New Business:  New lead (Pb) reporting requirement for Shooting Ranges:  John Key reported 
that EPA was starting to ask federal agencies to keep track of the lead (Pb) that was 
accumulating on shooting ranges – according to EPA guidance, the lead must be managed at 
shooting ranges on federal land – this also includes lead sent down range during law enforcement 
training.  A new version (Third Printing March 2003) of the EPA’s Best Management Practices 
for Lead at Outdoor Shooting Ranges is also available for interested agencies – just contact 
John Key for a copy. 
 
Roundtable discussion: 
 
BLM – Needles FO (Bill Wiley) – Bill reported the problems he was encountering with getting 
the appropriate agencies to respond to the illegal dumping of chicken parts resulting from a big 
rig traffic accident on Interstate 40.  Apparently the residue from the traffic accident – chicken 
parts- were illegal deposited at the Llewelling Brothers property on Essex Road just south of 
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Interstate 40.  The rotting chicken parts were drawing in ravens and other scavengers from the 
surrounding area. Garry Brown offered to help with referring this situation to the appropriate 
authorities for their review. 
 
BLM – El Centro FO (Larry Caffey) – Larry reported that the Walter’s Camp illegal dumpsite 
had been cleaned up by the responsible party.  This was accomplished largely through the efforts 
of the Imperial County Environmental Health Department – Solid Waste Local Enforcement 
Agency.  The cleanup was mostly on private land and included a portion of public land 
administered by the Bureau of Land management’s El Centro Field. 
 
BLM – Palm Springs FO (Mona Daniels) – Mona reported that her office was working on 
organizing an illegal dumping enforcement workshop – a workshop designed for law 
enforcement and prosecutors, decision makers. 
 
Cal EPA (Garry Brown) – Garry distributed copies of the new Riverside City Ordinance on 
Illegal Dumping that included provisions for seizure and sale of vehicles observed in illegal 
dumping activities – this ordinance was patterned after one that the City of Oakland used and 
that passed judicial challenge and review. 
 
The meeting adjourned about 1:15 P.M.   
 
The next meeting is scheduled for September 24, 2003 at 10:00 A.M. at the Bureau of Land 
Management, Palm Springs Field Office in Palm Springs, California. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
4 

 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


