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SCIENCE EXPERTISE  
(related to SWG Charter) 

SECONDARY 
EXPERTISE NAME TITLE AGENCY/ORG LOCATION Landscape 

 
Science Coordinator 

Structured Decision 
Making, endangered 
species management 

Aimee Roberson 
(Chair) 

Desert LCC 
Science 
Coordinator 

Fish and Wildlife Service Tucson, AZ Chihuahuan, 
Rio Grande 

 

Avian ecology Conservation Planning Carol Beardmore 
(co-Chair) 

Science 
Coordinator - 
Sonoran Joint 
Venture 

FWS - Sonoran Joint 
Venture Phoenix, AZ Sonoran, 

Montane 

 
Hydrology, ground-surface 
relationships 

springs ecohydrology, 
groundwater modeling Abe Springer Professor, 

Hydrology 
Northern Arizona 
University Flagstaff, AZ 

Mojave, 
Sonoran, 
Montane 

 
Climate change   Andrew Rhodes 

Director  of 
Climate Change 
Strategies 

CONANP Mexico City, 
MX   

* 

Cultural resources 
(structures, landscapes, 
natural resource uses by 
indigenous peoples and other 
ethnic groups, 
and ethnographic resources) 

Adaptive 
management/strategic 
habitat conservation 

Bob Bryson 

Chief of 
Resource 
Management at 
Mojave National 
Preserve 

NPS, Mojave National 
Preserve   Mojave 

* Groundwater hydrology Water quality Breton Bruce Science 
Coordinator 

US Geological Survey, 
Southwest Region Denver, CO   

 

Aridlands Ecologist   Deborah Finch 

Program Mgr, 
Desert and 
Shrubland 
Ecosystems 

USDA Forest Service Albuquerque, 
NM   

* Hydrology, ground and 
surface water relationships 

Statistical 
analysis/climate, 
ecological modeling, 
arid lands ecology 

Debra Hughson Science Advisor NPS, Mojave Desert 
parks   Mojave 



2 
 

N
EW

 
SCIENCE EXPERTISE  

(related to SWG Charter) 
SECONDARY 
EXPERTISE NAME TITLE AGENCY/ORG LOCATION Landscape 

 

Ecologist 

Conservation planning, 
population ecology, 
landscape ecology, 
(including habitat and 
population modeling) 

Esther Rubin  Research Branch 
Chief 

Arizona Game and Fish 
Department Phoenix, AZ 

Sonoran, 
Mojave, 
Montane 

 

Aquatic ecologist, desert fish 
Adaptive 
management/ strategic 
habitat conservation 

Gary Garrett Fisheries 
Biologist Texas Parks and Wildlife Mountain 

Home, TX 
Chihuahuan, 
Rio Grande 

 
Conservation Planning-US   James Weigand  Ecologist Bureau of Land 

Management 
Sacramento, 
CA Mojave 

 
Water Resources Biology   Janet Monaco SNWA Division 

Manager  
Southern Nevada Water 
Authority Las Vegas NV 

Mojave, 
Colorado 
River 

* Water Quality; ground and 
surface water interactions 

grassland restoration; 
aquatic ecology Jeff Bennett Physical Scientist 

NPS, Big Bend National 
Park and Rio Grande 
Wild and Scenic River 

Alpine, TX Chihuahuan, 
Rio Grande 

 Terrestrial ecology and 
hydrology   John Bradford Research 

Ecologist US Geological Survey Flagstaff, AZ   

 
Socio-economic specialist - 
land use planning   Juan Carlos 

Guzmán Coordinator Chihuahuan Desert 
Grassland Alliance Chihuahua Chihuahuan 

* Hydrologist, large rivers Climate modeling Ken Nowak Hydrologic 
Engineer 

Bureau of Reclamation, 
Boulder Canyon 
Operations Office, River 
Operations Group 

Boulder, CO Colorado 
River 

 
Cultural Resource Specialist   Kurt Russo Executive 

Director 
Native American Land 
Conservancy  

Palm Springs, 
CA Mojave 

 Herpetology Mammalogy Larry Jones Biologist USFS-Coronado NF Tucson, AZ Sonoran 
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 Weeds/Invasive Species 
(Plant Conservation, Forest 
Ecosystems) 

  Lisa Soo Natural Resource 
Specialist 

Bureau of Land 
Management Phoenix, AZ Sonoran, 

Madrean 

 
Coastal Ecosystems   Margarita Caso 

Director of 
Ecosystem 
Conservation 

Instituto Nacional de 
Ecologia 

Mexico City, 
MX   

 Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge   Matt Leivas Agricultural 

Director Chemehuevi Tribe Havasu Lake, 
CA Mojave 

 
Ecology, Water Resources  Environmental 

Toxicology Selso Villegas Director Tohono O'odham Nation 
Water Resources Dept. Sells, AZ Sonoran 

 
Mammalogist   Sergio Avila 

Conservation 
Program 
Manager 

Sky Island Alliance Tucson, AZ Sonoran 

 
Aquatic Animal Health  Aquatic Toxicology, 

ANS Teresa Lewis 
Leader, Dexter 
Fish Health 
Center 

Fish and Wildlife Service Dexter, NM Chihuahuan 

 

Soil Scientist   Wayne Robbie 

Regional Soil 
Scientist & 
Inventory 
Coordinator 

Forest Service 
Southwest Region 

Albuquerque, 
NM   

 
       

GAPS IN EXPERTISE 
Fire Ecology 
Biotic and ecosystem responses to climate change 
Entomology 
Riparian ecology 
Socioeconomics/social scientist for communications, ecosystem services, and recreation concerns 
Soil microbiology 

 


