
 
 

Raven Conference Call 
Meeting Notes 

August 15, 2012 
 
 
• Raven Documentary Film- Russell Scofield discussed the film’s treatment that the producer 

provided.  A treatment is not a script but rather “where the film will go” with its interviews, 
narrative, and tone.  Russell asked work group members to review the treatment and provide 
comments by August 20.  Russell also sent the treatment to the Desert Tortoise Information and 
Youth Education Work Group for review.  Several work group members asked that the 
treatment be sent out again.   

 
• Adult Predation- Chris Mullen informed the group that adult predation has been documented at 

the Fort Irwin translocation site.  There is no direct evidence that the predation is from ravens 
but the injuries are consistent with raven attacks.         

 
• Research- Chris Mullen said that we need research to fully explore various methods of 

controlling raven predation, both long- and short-term, with preference for long-term using 
lethal and non-lethal methods.  There was a discussion of what would constitute a valid research 
proposal with the NFWF Raven Account.  Ashleigh Blackford reminded the group that any 
research would have meet the criteria of the Raven EA to directly result in the effectual 
reduction of tortoise predation.    

 
• Annual Work Plan- Russell Scofield went through the outline of the FY 2013 Raven Work Plan 

(attached).  It was pointed it was pointed out that Ivanpah was not in the NECO area.  There was 
discussion of contracting for next surveys.  REAT intent is that NFWF will run a full RFP but 
rather a mini RFP.  The mini RFP would consist of NFWF contact group that we know have an 
interest in raven surveys and asking them to submit bids.  Federal Acquisition Regulations 
(FAR) do not bind NFWF so this is legal.  The alternative to the mini RFP is to transfer funding 
to BLM or FWS and handle it as a government contract subject to FAR.  The consensus was to 
conduct the mini RFP for FY 2013 and based upon the response revaluate for FY 2014.  The 
AWP outline was approved by consensus and the work group coordinators will finalize prior to 
the next call.       

 
• Chris Mullen reminded the work group that she needs all predation, control and survey data so 

she can track predation incidents and removal can be credited as a recovery action. 
 



• Gerry Hillier asked the group if there were raven BMPs for landfill management.  He also asked 
if work group members were aware of problems at county landfills.  There was agreement that 
the county landfills were in good shape. 

• The next conference call is October 4 at 3:00. 
 

Attendees: 
Chris Mullen- DTRO 
Russell Scofield- DMG/DOI 
Debra Hughson- MOJA 
Gerry Hillier- San Bernardino County 
Danny Reinke- Edwards 
Larry LaPre- BLM 
Liana Aker- Fort Irwin 
Heidi Erickson- Fort Irwin 
Becky Jones- CDFG 
Ashleigh Blackford- FWS 
Eric Covington- Wildlife Services 
 


