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BLM Schedules Public Meeting Seeking Input for Amargosa River
Management Plans

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will hold a public scoping meeting in Tecopa, Calif.,
Wednesday, Sept. 14, 7-8 p.m., to garner comments for developing a management plan for the Amargosa
River area.

BLM’s Barstow Field Office is initiating a joint management plan for the Amargosa Wild & Scenic
River (WSR) and Amargosa River Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC). The WSR and ACEC
are located in northeastern San Bernardino and southeastern Inyo Counties, Calif., near the communities of
Tecopa and Death Valley Junction. The plans will guide management decisions and actions affecting the
river and surrounding areas. The BLM is inviting public input to help identify resource conditions and
management issues to be addressed in the joint plan.

BLM anticipates that the planning process will take approximately one and a half years to complete;
while input throughout the planning process is welcome, comments received during the initial scoping period
— Sept. 1-30, 2011, will prove more beneficial to the planning process. Comments may be submitted in
writing to Chris Otahal, BLM Barstow Field Office, 2601 Barstow Road, Barstow, CA 92311; however, e-
mails to amargosa@blm.gov are preferred. A short presentation regarding the planning process will be
presented at the scoping meeting and written comments will be solicited, but oral comments will not be
taken.

The public scoping meeting will take place at:

Tecopa Community Center
400 Tecopa Hot Springs Road
Tecopa, CA 92389

The joint plan will consist of 1) a Comprehensive River Management Plan (CRMP) for the
Amargosa WSR and 2) an Implementation Plan for the Amargosa River ACEC. Wild & Scenic Rivers are
designated by Congress to protect their free-flowing condition, water quality, and *“outstandingly remarkable
values.” The Amargosa WSR, designated in 2009, possesses “outstandingly remarkable scenic, geologic,
recreational, fish, wildlife, cultural, and historic values.” The BLM is responsible for preparing a CRMP to
protect and enhance the values of the Amargosa WSR.

ACECs contain historic, cultural, or scenic values; fish or wildlife resources; or natural systems or
processes of substantial significance and value. The Amargosa River ACEC was established in 2002 to
protect the important resources of the Amargosa River area. The implementation plan will define
management goals for the ACEC and outline a long-term action plan to strategically implement those goals.
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