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Conservation Land Acquisition Work Group (CLAWG) Meeting Summary 
(12 Jan 2009) 

 
Fifteen (15) people attended the meeting in Barstow; Fourteen (14) signed the attendance sheet. 
One person, Karen Messaros attended the meeting via telecom. Dr. Danny Reinke chaired the 
meeting; he opened the meeting at 10:03. 
 
A new agenda and sign-in sheet were distributed and introductions were given. 
 
Rare Plants in the Western and Central Mojave Desert.  This is the second of a series of update 
briefings on regional flora and fauna.  The presentation was given by Mr. Dave Charlton.  Mr. 
Charlton is a botanist with TYBRIN Corporation.  TYBRIN Corp has been contracted by the 95 
ABW Environmental Management Division at Edwards AFB, CA to perform environmental 
management services.  He gave a presentation on the rare plants of the western and central 
Mojave Desert. Mr. Charlton has been studying the flora of the Mojave Desert for several years 
and is considered an expert in this area.  He presented several species of rare plants showing the 
current range based on years of research.  
 
CLAWG Map GIS Layer Naming Discussion.  At the last meeting CLAWG members agreed to 
a specific naming convention.  This was based on the initiative to standardize and make obvious 
to all members what each layer of the map represents. Members need to continue their update of 
the layers based on the new criteria. 
 
Update on FY09 Land Acquisition Efforts.  Those in attendance indicated that there was no real 
change to any current land acquisition projects.  The NPS, The Mojave Desert Land Trust, 
Edwards AFB/China Lake/TNC and the Native American Land Conservancy are still trying to 
acquire lands in their local region. CalTrans is working on acquiring lands for mitigation 
purposes. 
 
White Paper Update.  Russell Scofield has the draft of the White Paper. There was still time for 
CLAWG members to get their “lessons learned” information to Russell Scofield prior to having 
the paper go final.  
 
Energy Development Update.  There were no significant changes to energy development.  The 
CLAWG needs to continue to stay current on proposal adds/deletes and mitigation locations for 
energy development.   
 
Roundtable.  Topics of discussion included the Landscapes Genetics Proposal. This proposal 
talks about the genetic deviance between species.  This proposal has been selected for funding 
for study within the Mojave/Sonoran desert.  It would eventually provide genetic validation for 
selected species.   

Also discussed during the roundtable was information on funding habitat suitability for 
the Mohave ground squirrel; climate change and its effects on the local region; and the Sonoran 
population of the Desert Tortoise.  



Finally, a request for topics and speakers went out to all the CLAWG members for 
upcoming meetings. 
 
Next Meeting.  13 April 2010  
 
    


