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ABSTRACT To examine the influence of incubation conditions on 
development of embryonic and hatchling desert 
tortoises, 44 eggs were incubated under temperature and 
moisture conditions. No eggs hatched under cool, moist 
conditions, 33% under warm, moist conditions, 50% 
under cool, dry conditions and 90% under warm, dry 
conditions. Body size at hatching and at 40 days post 
hatching were similar for all groups. Hatchling sex 
could not be determined before completion of the study. 
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