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ABSTRACT Over 75 isolates of Pasteurella testudinis from the 
clinically ill and healthy desert tortoise were 
genotypically and phenotypically characterized. A 
proportion of the isolates from ill and healthy tortoises 
were compared with regard to their ability to grow in 
"normal' serum, as this has been shown to be correlated 
with virulence in other Pasteurella spp. affecting 
domestic animals. However there were no significant 
differences between the two groups of isolates. 
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