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ABSTRACT Examination of desert tortoise burrows in winter, 
previously relied on the use of fiberoptic scopes. The 
prohibitive cost and the limited visibility of long 
fiberoptic scopes provided the impetus for the 
development of an alternative method. The new method 
consists of a miniature camera (thumb size) attached to 
a standard camcorder with a 30 foot long cable. The 
new system is cheap, durable and has produced high 
quality field results. 
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